W]’lat is Messianic Judaism’?

Messianic Judaism is a movement of Jewish and (Gentile People from all walks
of life, who believe that Yeshua Uesus in [Jebrew) is the Promised Jewish
Messiah and Saviormcor ]srael and the world. Messianic chs have not stopped
being chish or “converted to Christianitg”. On the contrary, theg have
continued to remain stronglg Jewish in their identitg, ]hccstﬂle and belief that
Yeshua is the Jewish Messiah and the fulfillment of true Bl'l)/lba/orsomc may
say Apos tolic_Judaism.

What is the difference between Messianic Judaism and Rabbinic Judaism?

Rabbinic Judaism Is a Judaism centered around the teachings and writings of
Rabbis. ]ts formation began over 1,900 years ago when the second tcmP]e was
destrogec] in 70 A.D. Bmcore then, “Juc}aism,” or the faith of the Jewish
People, was centered around the Temple, Sacrhcicial System and [riesthood
according to the | orah (the | aw or the five books of Moses). A]Cter the
destruction of the tcmple the Rabbis rcorganized Judaism, adding many new

laws, rules and traditions. Today, their writings and commentaries (the Ta]mud,
etc) form the foundation of Rabbinic Judaism,

Rabbinic Judaism consists of several branches: Or’choc{ox (verg traditional),
(hasidic (U!tra~©rthodox)) Reform {liberal) (_onservative,  and
Reconstructionist. Some within Rabbinic Judaism are still looking for the

Mcssiah, but tlﬁcg are the exccptions.

Messianic Ju&aism differs in that true believers relﬂ on the Scriptures The
Written | orah. | he faith is the Judaism of the Bible ... of the APostles and

first century discip]cs (talmidim) and is centered around Messiah Yeshua and



the worldwide salvation [e brings. We in Messianic Judaism believe that
ch}nua is the Promisec{ Mcssiah and that we don’t have to go through a formal
chain comPrisec] of Sages or the Rabbis to know G_D We have access to
G_D because of the great atoning work of the Messiah Yeshua, who has
fulfilled the Tora]ﬁ and us as believers and therefore has fulfilled ourJuclaism.

Natura”g as was the case with Biblical or Apos‘colic Juc}aism however ... the
Messianic movement does indeed have Rabbis/Teachers/ShcPhcrds who, in
the SPirit of the “Cireat (Commission” live and foster a life thatis | orah centric

... to groom disciples for the purposes of reconci]ing People and all of creation

back to G__”D through Mashiach Yeshua.
When did Messianic Judaism bcgin?

Messianic Judaism is actua”g 2,000 years old, c]ating back to the time of the
Messiah Yeshua. f"]istorica”g, Yeshua was Jewish. e was raised in a Jewish
home and ministered to Jewish Peoplc in a Jewish land ([T retz Yisrael). [1is
disciples were Jewish. T he aPos‘cles were Jewish. T he writers of the Prit
Chadaslﬂah (New Covenant or New Testament) were Jewish, and for a time,
the faith was strictlg JCWiS]"I. [T ven the “(Great Commission” ordained to the
Apost]es was done so within the ausPices of the E_ver]asting (Covenant and a
traditional Jewish Rabbinica] framework. “(Go and make clisciples/talmidim of
the Nations” declared Yeshua. | he entire sPread of Gospel itself was
Preclicate& upon the traditional Jewish evangelical model.

Some historians corjecture that more than one million Jewish People in the first

centwy AD believed that chhua was the Messiah of ]srael.



[f Messianic Judaism was strictlg Jewish at first how did Gentiles come into the
faith?

]t was alwags G_‘D’s will for the Genti!e nations to also receive His Salvation.
CJ_,D told Abraham, that through him all the nations of the earth would be
blessed. At first, the early Messianic Jews did not understand that this was
G_D’s will and Proclaimcd the (Good News of the Messiah onlg to Jewish
Fcoplc. ]ronica”g, the }Dig controversy in the first century was not if it was
Jewish to believe in Yeshua (natura”g it was) but whether Genti]es could come

in without having to “become Jewishl”

When Messianic chs Fina”y recognizec} that G_”D’s Salvation was also for
the Gcntilcs, thcg Bcgan to share the Mcssiah with non~chs as well as with
Jews. As a result, many (entiles throughout the Roman Empire bcgan to

come into this Messianic faith.

How was first century Messianic Judaism “transformed” into (Gentile

Christianity?

When the early Messianic Jews took the (Good News of the Messiah to the
(Gentiles, a great number were brought into the Messianic faith. 53 the end of
the first century (CI7., the number of (Gentile believers even outnumbered the
Jewish believers by a ratio of two to one! T his occurred primarily because there

were (and still are) more Gcntilcs in the world than Jewish Peoplc.

Beginning in the middle of the second century there bcgan movements from
various (sentile contingents that sought to move away from traditional Judaism

fora varictg of reasons.



Mang (entiles did not like the idea that the mainstream Jews continued
to “reject Yestsua as Messiah”. (Resentment)

Mang (Gentiles did not like the idea that the early faith in Messiah was
“Jewists centric” and therefore alien to their Gentile ways. (Foreign)

Mang Gentiles did not like the idea that the traditional Jewistn believers

were the leaders in most communities due to their [1ebraic roots and knowledge

of H019 Scripture. (Envg)

On top of these issues the ear|9 faith was consistentlg under pressure from
Roman and even Fersian Persecutions. T hese Persecutions resulted in most of
the movement’s Jewis]ﬁ and learmned (Gentile Iea&erst:ip being martgrec{.
Througt‘: the years, as the number of Gentile believers increasec{, ttseg
ultimatelg began to dominate this Messianic faith. Some (Gentile believers, not
understanding the Jewistl roots of their faith and GMD’S eternal covenant with
|srael, wanted to split off and form a scparate religion divorced from their
JCWiS!’) roots. | his historica”g documented “de~Judaizing process” continued
until Gentile Ctlristianity emerged as the dominant representative faith in the
Messiah. Christianitg was essentia”g assimilated into the Roman Empire as its
official religion and by the fourth century had rePIaced formal “Faganism”l

[n one of the greatest Paradoxes in historg, it became alien fora Jew to believe
in Yeshua as his Messiah! | his seParation was taking Place between 100 (7
and 300 CE and tina”y concluded when EmPeror Constantine essentia”g
mandated the removal of Jewish religious aspects from the faith in the first
quarter of the 4th century.



What is the difference between Messianic Judaism and Gcnti'c Christianitg?

Christianit}j in gencra] is the faith in Yeshua (Jesus) as expressed by Cientile
followers of [im. (Gentile Christianit}j toclag numbers over two billion PeoPle in
the wor]d, with innumerable denominations and doctrines (35,000 and growing),

all centered to some extent around Jcsus (chhua) as Savior.

So while we feel we are one in the Spirit and share some core theology with
P 2Y
those true born again (Gentile believers, Messianic Judaism has its own
expression of faith in Yeshua the Messiah. Messianic Judaism holds that it is
most assurec”g Jewish to believe in Yeshua and is a return to the Biblical roots
of the faith. We uphold the eternal T orah and live a T orah centric lifestyle. We
P Y
observe the Bib]ica! feasts and holida s, We observe a Biblical ordained diet ...
Y

while at the same time maintaining that the only way to be saved and truly born
again of G_D’s SPirit is through the great atoning work (grace) of the
Messiah Yeshua.

Ferhaps of greater distinction however is the Messianic Jewish world-view
which is thoroughly distinct from C!’)ristianitg. Messianic Judaism has a unified
and holistic world-view and does not hold to the traditional (Greek/[ellenistic
view which is essentiaug a dualist Perspective. In Plain terms the unified holistic
view does not rationalize the creation, faith or Practical living in terms of
opposing E_artHg VS. Heavenlg or thsical VS. Spiritua! constructs as does the
(areek mindset ... and (Christian movement. (/Htimatelg then the Messianic
Pcrspcctivc views all tlﬁings in the here and now ... all things as one In Mashiach
... and we don’t look forward to [leaven because the Kingdom is here now ...

and it will be here now even fuller when chhua returns.



So ... it would appear that Messianic Judaism, aside from acknowlec{ging

Yeshua as Mashiach of |srael and all humanity ... and as Son of G__”D, shares
v,

very little in common with Christianitg.

When did the carly Messianic Jews disappcar and why’?

Surprisingly, Messianic Judaism continued to flourish well into the seventh
century CE, in sPite of the many pressures on the chs to give up their
Messianic faith. [Tirst of all, the mainstream chish Rabbis Pressured
Messianic Jews to relinquish their faith in Yeshua as the Messiah. [n addition,
Gentile C}‘nristianitg wanted  Messianic Jews to abandon their
Jewishness/]'—lebraic roots. Finallg) in the seventh century AD. the rise of

|slam caused great pressure for Messianic chs as well.

Despite all this, the real reason for the disappearance of earlg Messianic
Judaism was simplg that Messianic chs lost their “vision.” Tl’)eg no longer saw
that it was important to remain Jewish after accePting Yeshua. | his was
because the majoritg of believers in Yeshua were now members of (Gentile
Christianitg. Consequentlg, Messianic Jews assimilated into the (Gentile
(Christian (Church. And for those that would not assimilate? | here is a long
historg of Jewish Persecution 55 the church and of course this would have on19

Fosterec{ even more separation and resentment.
When did the modern movement of Mcssianic\)uclaism bcgin?

I ven though Messianic Juc{aist as a distinct movement, faded from the
ancient scene in the seventh century I, there have alwags been Jewish
believers in the Messiah Yeshua. [Towever, beginning in the ear]y 1 800’s, ever-

increasing numbers of _Jewish PeoPle began to believe in Yeshua as the



Messiah. T he modern movement came to fruition after 1967, when tens of

thousands oFchish Peoplc suc{dcnlg acccptecl ch}‘:ua.

Whg 19677 Pecause that is when Jerusalem came back into Jewish hands in
fulfillment of a Prophccg given bg chhua in the Prit Chadashah. T}‘n’s
Prophecg indicated that when _Jerusalem was restored to the Jewish Pcop]c
G“,D would turn once again to [is JGWiS!’] Pcop]e in national salvation.

Messianic Judaism is a Prophetic movement and a direct result of the

outPouring of G_D’s Ho]g Spirit upon [His Chosen FCOP!C as Promised.
How many Jewish believers in Yeshua are there in the Unitcc] States?

While there are no concrete Figures, it has been estimated by many of those
involved in the movement (and even by those outside the movcment), that there
are at least 250,000 — 300,000 Jewish believers in the Messiah Yeshua in the
United States a]one, and this numberis growing all the time. Along side these
Messianic chs are a few million (Gentiles who have been graFtecl into |srael and
togcthcr theg constitute the “mixed multitude” ...just like the group that was
freed from bondage n Eggpt and entered into the land of Promisc.

|s the movement of Messianic Judaism_just in America?

Toclag the movement of Messianic Judaism is in many other countries
throughout the world inclucling |srael, England, Mrance, Scotland, ,A\us’craliaJ
New Zealand, Sout}ﬁ Africa, FPuerto KRico, Mexico, Brazil, Argcntina,
(_anada and other countries. | his is trulg an international movement! We
believe that Messianic Juclaism will cvcntua”g sPring up wherever there are

communities of Jewish People or faithful Gientiles throughout the world.



W]’lg do we use the name “ch]'rua” ratherthan ¢ Jesus?”

Pecause Yeshua is [is given Hebrew,/Aramaic name! “Jesus” is the
He”enized—Ang]icized form of “Yeshua”, which means “Salvation.” Yeshua
never heard the name “Jcsus” in [is lifetime. He was a]wags called “chhua”,
which is similar to but not the same as “Yehoshua”, a common [ebrew name at
that time. (Good examples of this name, in reference to the Messia!ﬂ, are in
[saiah 62:11 in the Old Covenant and also in Matthew 1:21 in the New
Covenar\t,

What does “Christ” Mean

Some believe that “Christ” is Yeshua’s second name or surname in the same
way that we have a second or Familg name. /\c‘cua”yJ “Christ” is a title in much
the same way as “President” or “King.” This title is taken from the [Hebrew
word “Mashiach” or “ Anointed One,” which was translated into the (Greek
“Christos” and later Anglicized to “Christ.” [Jence the [debraic Name
“chlﬂua HaMas!ﬁiach”?

The actual Eng]ish translation of “Mashiach” or “Anointed One” is
“NMessiah.” Once again, using “Nessiah” rather than “«(Christ,” is more accurate.

(Examples of this title in the O]d Covenant are Daniel 9:25, Fsa]m 2:2). Also,
Yeshua claimed this title of Messiah in the New (ovenant (Mark 14:61-62).

Whg dor’t Messianic Jews simPlg call themselves “Christians?”

Thc term “Christian” origina”g meant follower of the Christ” or “follower of

the Messiah.” |t its earliest uses it was actua”9 a “slur’ against believers! |n and



of itself, it is not toda9 a bad term. (/1rncor’curaatelktjJ over time, the term

“Christian” came to mean more than simply “follower of the chishMessiah.”

Mang Peop]e toc}ag have this dichotomg in their minds that on the one hand
there are Jews and Judaism, and on the other there are (Christians and
Christiam’tg‘ You are either one or the other. /\ccorclingl\tjJ [thcg think] when a
Jew accepts Yeshua he “switches over” from the ch/Judaism side to the
C]’]ristian/C]ﬂristianitg side, and is no 1or\gcr a ch but a Christian. [Tor all

intents and purposes, the term “Christian” has become synonymous with “non-

Jew” or “(entile.”
W]‘lg do Messianic Jews say that t[‘:cy are “complctcd Jews?”

Bccausc we believe that chhua is the fulfillment or completion of Biblica]
Judaism. As Jews, we have completed or fulfilled what G_D wants us to do as
Jewish People, that is, accept the Messiah Yeshua as our atonement for sin
and come into a Pcrsonal relationship with G_D A rclationship thoroughlg
aligned with the Evcrlasting (_ovenant, Torah and the (Great (_ommission to

all the nations.

Yeshua never intended to start a new religion: [e came to fill up in the fullest
the Law and the Frop}nets‘ Thcrewcore, how could we, as Jewish Peoplc, }33
accepting the Jewish Messiah become non-Jews? On the contrary, we believe
that Yeshua has completed our Jewish heritage and faith. We have not

converted to another?aith, but rather we have been completed because we have

found true Biblical Judaism through the Messiah Yeshua



What is the imPortancc of Messianic Synagogucs to this movement?

Messianic Sgnagogues are the heart of the Messianic Movement, Messianic
communities, and the center of Messianic life. A Messianic synagogue is where
we can co”cctivclg believe in Yeshua, live a Jewish Ihcestgle, raise our children to

be Jewish, and worship the G_D of |srael in a Jewish manner with Jewish

believers.

]nterestinglg cnough, just as Messianic Judaism is not new, Messianic
synagogues are not new either. Actua”g, we find theg have existed for two
thousand years! I rom Biblical historical records, we know that there were

Messianic synagogues throughout the Roman Empire and begonc{, as earlg as
50!

]"‘low many Messianic synagogues are there?

T here are hundreds of Messianic synagogues and congregations throughout
the (nited States. T here are also many in [srael and other parts of the world.
Messianic synagogues range in size angwhcre from 10 to more than two
hundred PeoP]e. Man9 have their own synagogue buildings, Messianic dag

schools, and Messianic communities.
Do Messianic Jews celebrate all the Jewish festivals and if so, why?

Bclicving Messianic Jews celebrate the Bib!ical chtivals, re. Shabbat,
Fassover, Urxleavenec{ Bread, First [Truits, Shavuot (the [Teast of Weeks),
Rosh [Hashanah (the traditional Jewish New Year, the [Teast of Trumpcts),
Yom KiPPur (the Dag of Atonement) and Sukkot (the [Teast of
T abernacles).



We celebrate all of the feasts because it is instructed by G__D in the Torah
for all lsrael to observe these festivals forever. The Messiah Yeshua observed
these festivals as did the earlg Messianic Jews and aPostles such as Rabbi
Shaul or Paul. We also believe that when the Messiah Yeshua returns to this

carth these festivals will be re-established worldwide as chicted within the

Tora!n.

When we, as Messianic Jews, celebrate the festivals, we do so in a Messianic
way, with the view that Yeshua is the fulfillment of all of these Hol}j Days (le.
He is our Fassover Lamb, our Atonement on Yom KiPPur, etc.)

Do Messianic Jews celebrate Christmas and [ aster?

Genera”g speaking) Messianic Jews do not celebrate (Christmas and [~ aster.
Thcre s No P]ace in the 5criptures that command anyone to celebrate the
things of G_D ... of the Messiah on man-made aPPointed dags‘ APParentlg,
none of the ear]y bclievers, Jewish or Gcntile, celebrated these two dags, as
there is no mention of it in the Prit Chadashah (New (ovenant). Furthermore
we know from the historical writings that great discord within the car|9 movement
centered upon the “Power‘s that be” desire to move away from the Bib]ica]
chish Festivals. U]timately the 325 CE council of Nicaea comP!eted this
reP!acement of Festival c{ags bg outlawing the observance of the Nisan 14
Fassover and unhcging in | aster celebration in alignment with the Roman

SPring Equinox Ts! alignment with the Roman Fagan Fertilitg }’“]o]idag!

Thc Christian “aPPointcd times” are cssentia”g replacemcnts of the Biblical
Festivals ordained in the Bible which were deve]oped after the separation of
the church from its [ebraic roots.



W]’lat is “PDavidic? Worship and Fraisc?

(General worship and Praise is the overall action of man coming to G_D to exalt
[Him, to pay respect to [1im and to esteem [Jim. “Davidic” Worship and [raise
goes back to the style, Princip]es, guidclincs, and pattern that King David was
shown }39 the | ord and that he established in the Tcmple near]g 5,000 years

ago.

As King David taught from the Scriptures, this type of Praise and worship
involves numerous musical instruments, singing, [Hebraic music, Psa]ms, limcting up
of hands, Chanting, clapping of hands, Processions) and is also characterized }33
greatjog. Frohablg, the most unusual characteristic of “[Davidic” Worship and
Fraisc is dancing to the Lord. This is not dancing in a secular sense. W}‘li]é
Messianic dancing uses a strong lsracli~Hebraic sty]c, it is c{ancing unto the

| ordin Praise and worshiP as King David did and taught.
Do Messianic believers kccP the Law of Moses?

Yes and No! The Jorah (or | aw of Moses) is comPosed of the 613 +
Mitzvot, or commanc{ments, in the Tanakh (Old Covenant or Tcstament} that
G_D gave to Moses on Mount Sinai. Tl’]CSC commandments Pertain to the
chtivals, sacrhcices, kashrut (‘(osher laws), and essentia”g all aspects of life.
Genera”g speaking, Genti]e Christianit}j todag maintains that the | aw is
comPlet619 abrogatec{/c]ead now that Yeshua has come and that believers
should have nothing to do with it.

We, as Messianic bc]icvcrs, recognize that one cannot be saved tlﬁrough the
Law, because the only way to be saved through the Law is to keep all of the
commandments Penccctly. This is imPossiEle! At the same time, while the | aw



cannot save, it is far from being dead. T he Princip]es and precepts of the
commandments are carried into the New Covcnant. T}‘:e chtivals are for
eternity. Shabbat (or the Sabbath) on the seventh dag was instituted before
the | aw was even given, as was tithing, which most believers Practice todag. So
we kccP the law not for salvation but because of salvation and of course

because chhua tells us to do so.

Rabbi Shau] (Apostle Faul) in the New Covcnant makes it very clear that all
believers have |ibcrt3 in the Messiah Yeshua, which means freedom from the
death or curse of the Law as well as freedom to keep the Law as we are led bg
Ruac}‘n [HaK odesh (Ho]9 SPirit). Rabbi Shaul kePt the | aw as much as he
coulcl, as did the other early Messianic Jews, under the guidance of the Ho!g

SPirit.

So yes we try to submit to and observe | orah as best we can ... knowing that in
many instances certain commandments Phgsica”g cannot Presentlg be kcpt Wc
realize that Torah is cssentia”g the manifestation of G_,D’S holg character.
Thc entire Plan of G_”D in and throug!ﬁ Mashiach is to transform Peoplc 50
that we can serve him while Providing stewarc}ship over [is creation in [ Jis image
and likeness. \We without shame and completc |ibert9 dojogfu”g observe | orah
Bg the Spirit so that can become more like our Mashiach Yeshua.

Are Messianic _Jews Zionists?

Most Messianic Jews support ]srael unequivoca”g and unconc}itiona”y. We
support |srael not omlg because we believe our Jewish People need a national
homeland, but also because we believe that the re-establishment of the State
of |srael is a direct fulfillment of Biblical Prophecg. We believe that G_D has

done this suPernatura”g as Prcdictcd from Scriptures centuries ago.



We know that ]srael is not a PerFect nation bg any means, but believe that
G_”D’s hand is behind ]srael, and that our PCOPIC will never be driven out of
their land again! While G_D loves the Arab nations, [ retz Yisrael (land of
|srael), is the land that G_D gave to [His Jewish PeoP]e. We also believe that
all believers and nations should suPPort lsrael because G_‘D Promised to
Abraham: ¢| will bless them that bless you, and curse them that curse 5ou,”!

So.Whoisa ch‘?

Obviouslg, this is a question that has been debated for centuries. One cannot
be considered chish strict]y on the basis of religion, because most Jewish
People todag are not re]igious. T he same applies to any definition of a Jew
based on cu]ture, as well. According to Rabbinic Juc{aism, to be considered a

ch, one must have Jewish parents (in Par‘cicu]ara Jewish mother).

This rabbinic definition is not Biblica”g correct however. The Scriptura]
definition of a Jew is threefold. [Tirst of all, we’re a nation and a People. T obe

considered Jewish one must be a Phgsical descendant of Abraham through
|saac and Jacob. 5€conc”3, the Bib]ical lincage is Patri]ineal (i.e., carried
through the father) not matrilineal or carried through the mother. [Tor cxample,
Moses had a Gentile wife and King David’s great grandmot}‘ner was Ruth, the
Moabitess, yet their children were all considered Jewish.

f:ina”g, the Scriptures indicate that if either parent is Jewish or if a
granclparent IS JCWiS}‘l one can ic}cnthcy himself or herself as being Jewish and
can claim himself as part of G_D’s (hosen Peop]e.



W]’lat is the rc]ationship o{:\)cwish believers to Gcntilc believers?

In Temple dags a “middle wall of Partition’ existed in the Temple that Phgsica”g
seParatec! Jews and (Gentiles. (Gentiles could not enter past that Point and
were Ae]cgated to what was sometimes called the “Court of the Gcnti!es.”

According to the New (_ovenant Scriptures, this “middle wall of Par‘cition,”
sPirituaHg sPcaking, has been broken down. We are all one in Yeshua. |n fact,
according to Rabbi Shaul, (Gentile believers have entered a chish faith and
have become sp’ritua”g circumcised and sPirituang Jewish as theg have
accepted the Jewish Messiah. (Gentiles dorn’t become ethnic Jews }39 faith but

theg sure]g become ]sraelitesl

Gcntilc believers are one with us because the sPirit of GWD dwc”ing within a
Jewish believer is the same Spirit within a (Gentile believer. Our ethnicity,
heritage and background may be dhq:crent, but G_D has made us one in the
SPirit and we all belong to G_,D)S Kingdom [srael!

Can Gentile believers be members of a Messianic synagogue?

Yes ...and near]g all Messianic congregations do have non-_Jewish members. |n
fact in many communities the number of (Gentiles exceeds that of the Jewish
members. | o be a member of a Messianic congregation as a (entile believer,
one must of course abide within communal standards that call for a covenantal
relationship ... have a burden and love for ]srael ... and understand what G__D s
cloing among, the _Jewish Peop]e and the Nations ... essentia“g the same
requirements that exist for chish members. Fraisc G_D for the many

wonderful (Gentile believers who have such a love for |sraell



Should allchish bclievcrsjoin a Messianic synagogue?

Genera”g speaking, Jewish believers in the Messiah Yeshua should be
members of a Messianic synagogue. T he reason? Pecause we have an eternal
covenant with G_D that goes back to Abraham. QOur historg is uniciue in that
we were notjust chosen out of many nations, but were formed }33 CJ_D through
Abralﬂam, |saac, and Jacob to be a special blessing to this world. G“,D has a
purpose and Ca”ing for the nation of |srael and this covenant rclations]ﬂip is

etcmal.

]16 G__,D has made an eternal covenant with us as Jewish People, then it is
incumbent upon us to keep our covenant re!ationship with [lim. |t is G_D’s
desire for Jewislﬁ peoplc not to assimilate but to continue to be Jewish. T hat
desire and our eternal rclations}‘;ip with G__D is evidenced by the Prcscrvation
of the Jewish People for the Past 2,000 years, and the fact that G_D has
suPematurany restored the State of ]srael today.

The Primar9 way a Jewish believer can continue to live a life as a Jew and not
assimilate away from his Jewish Pcople is to be a member of a Messianic
synagogue. In a Messianic synagogue, a chish believer can continue to
worship the | ord in a Jewish way, celebrate the Jewish festivals, raise his
children as Jews and be a testimony to his Familg and his PeoPlc.

MESSIANIC TERMINOLOGY

Words are PowerFul. T he terms, exPressions, titles and labels that we use in
every &ay life are crucial in exPressing ourselves to one another. [Tor instance, in

the realm of Politics terms such as hawk, dove, liberal, conservative, 1@Ft~wing,



righ’&wing, Republican and Democrat all help to identilcg concepts and

Positions.

In Messianic Judaism, terminologg is also imPortant. The last two thousand
years of historg have seeminglg boxed us into an undesirable dichotomg that
exists in the minds of People. This thinking purports that one is either Jewish or
a member of Christianitg. We as Messianic chs say that this is not true. We
believe that it is JCWiSl’] to believe in the Messiah Yeshua and that [ e is the
fulfillment of Biblical Judaism.

Conscquent]g, we have dusted off the keg terms of the origina] language to
more egective!g express our faith. 53 using Messianic termino]ogg, we
accomplish a number of t}‘n’ngs. First of all, we put Yeshua back within the
proper Biblical and historical chish context from which he was uProotcd.
Seconc”y, we are educating many People toc!ag to the Jewish roots of this faith
in Messiah chhua. Fina”g, this Messianic ]anguage simplg is oftentimes more
accurate historica”g and Biblica”9 (e.g. the name of Yeshua) and ultimatelg
much richer than other 1anguages within the context of the Pcrsonal and intimate

relations!ﬁip between ]srae] and G_Di

Here are some of the most imPortarxt terms to used:

ELOH]M G_D almightg the great “] AM” or YH\/H Abba or ["ather of
all things. T he unified eternal (I"ather, Son and SPiriQ

ADONA] The [Hebrew term for “Lord”



HaSHEM: The NAME .. a traditional Jewish rePlacement for the
vocalization of “Yf"l\/ﬁ” or what some pronounce “Ya]ﬁwch”. T]ﬁc rcPlaccmcnt

has been made so that G_D’s NAMI is not Promcanelg mispronounced.

RUACH HaK ODESH: Holy Spirit of E1 OFIM

YE_SHUA the actual [Jebrew name for “Jesus,” meaning “salvation;”
“Jesus” is the [Hellenized- Anglicizcd form of “Yeshua.” Thc onlg direct issue

of 1 OHIM; the divine Son of E1 OHIM)

MASH]ACH “the Anointed One:” a title like Presic{ent or king,- in the

(reek it was translated to “(_hristos” and then ang]icizec{ to “(Christ.”

YESHUA HaMASH]ACH. chhua T}‘:c Messia}‘: (Jesus C}‘:rist to
the (Christian (Church)

KADO5H Holg .. Sanctified ... Separated unto G_D ... a covenantal

way.

TORAH G_D’s revelation to humar\itg G_D’s Word ... Thc Law

[nstruction.

MH—Z\/OT (_ommandments ... the laws ... singular = Mitzvah
MOAD]M Flura] of [easts (APPointcd Times) singular = Mo’ed

BKW CHADAéHA the New Covenant or Ncw Testamcnt; inspired
writings in the first century by Jewish believers of Mashiach Yeshua.



TANAKH T raditional Jewish BiHe ... known also as the Christian Old
] estament. ]nsPirccl chish works of Moses, Thc FroP]ﬁets and T}‘IC

W ritin gs.

MIK\/EH or ]mmersion: Mikveh is the actual Poo] of water and immersion is
the _Jewish ceremony of bcir\g “immersed” in water for Purimcication as
commanded in the Tanakh. In the Prrit Chadas!ﬁa, the |mmersion also
sgmbolizes Purification when believers in Yeshua Publiclg confess their faith in
the Messiah Yeshua. <Christians use the term “Baptism” for this JCWiS]’]

cercmong).

TALM]D]M followers or clisciples whose relationship with the Rabbi results
in emulation of the Rabbi’s Torah centric bchavior/li?estglc.

Messianic Judaism: the movement of Jewish People and gragted in (yentiles
who have come to believe that Yeshua is the Promised Messiah of |srael. This

movement is worldwide and is the fulfillment of Prophecg (sgnomgmous with

“true Biblicaljuc}aism.”)

Messianic Sgnagogl.m or Shul: a congregation where Messianic believers can

worsl'wip and exercise thcir)ewish faith in the Messiah Yeshua.
How do we know that Yeshua is truly the Promised Messiah?

While many of us have had a dynamic Pcrsonal cxPericncc with the | ord that
has helped convince us that Yeshua is the Messiah, the Primarg evidence that

Yeshua is tru]y the Jewis]ﬁ Messiah of ]srael is found within the f"lcbrew
Scriptures themselves.



In the T enach, there are Prophecies or Preclictions about the “Anointed One.”
Over 25 Prophcts, covering a Pcriod of 1,500 years, gave Prcdictions about
the Coming One. The on19 way to know if Yeshua is the Messiah is to go back

to the Scriptures and stuc]y these Prophecies and then determine if these
Prophccies have been recorded as fulfilled within the PBrrit Chac]asha!

If Yeshua was the Mcssiah, whg is there no peace in the world todag?

T his issue concerning, Yeshua not having broug]']t worldwide peace is a result
of a misconception many have about the purpose of the Messiah. The Messiah
was notjust to come to bring peace to the whole world. More than half the
Prophecies about the Messiah sPeak of His coming and &3ing for the sins of
the world. Many rabbis rccognizccl that the Messiah had to suffer and die, and
rabbinic literature at one time spcaks of two Messianic comings: Messiah Pen-
Joseph (the Sugering Messiah) and Messiah Ben~David (the Conquering
Messiah).

In reality, there are not two Messiahs coming at one time, but one Messiah
coming twice. T he first time to suffer and die for the sins of the world ... and the

second time to set up [His Kingdom over the entire world. Frophctica]lg, we are
very near to the Second Coming of the Messiah Yeshua.

Ok so what is the final deal?

UItimatclg Messianic believers er and Genti]e) represent the remnant that is
returning to the ways of old or the original way. This Biblical Path [HaDerech
or The Wag, quite Frank]y is not represented }39 the Gentile church ..
Certainly not as long as the churches’ Practices conflict with the Piblical way

handed down }35 the unchanging G_D [~ ternal.



Just as well the way of the mainstream Jewish faiths is not in alignment with
ADONA]’S Plan as Iong as thcg reject chhua and t}nercby ncgate their
oPPortunit}j to be indwelt through [is divine Spirit.

So the final deal is to make it reall [Jow? [Tollow the Playbook without ca”ing

audibles at the line of scrimmage. T here is a Plagbook and it is contained in the

Messianic chish T radition handed down }35 the Apostlcs and first followers
.. the disciples .. the talmidim!

Messianic Judaism is not something new ... it represents the original faith
exPressed bg the first followers of Yeshua HaMashiacH The fact that the
movement has once again emerged is simplg a testimony to the faithfulness and

power of G__”D Most High Wlﬁo Promisec{ that there would alwags be a

remnant!

Shalom Aleichem FR Otoklctos



